February 25, 2004

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Texas (Mr. HENSARLING) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. HENSARLING addressed the
House. His remarks will appear here-
after in the Extensions of Remarks.)

————
ORDER OF BUSINESS

Mr. MCGOVERN. Mr. Speaker, | ask
to speak out of order for 5 minutes.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Massachusetts?

There was no objection.

——————

FIGHTING CHILD HUNGER IN
BOGOTA, COLOMBIA

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Massachusetts (Mr.
MCGOVERN) is recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. MCGOVERN. Mr. Speaker, over
the recess | traveled to Colombia for a
third time as part of a fact-finding del-
egation sponsored by the Washington
Office on Latin America.

The highlight of my trip was a visit
to a school feeding program in a place
called Ciudad Bolivar, which is a very
poor area of Bogota. Mr. Speaker, this
school feeding program is a partnership
between USAID, the U.N. World Food
Programme and the Bogota Depart-
ment of Social Welfare.

Joining me at the school were USAID
Mission Director Mike Deal; Mr. Peter
Goossens, WFP Program Coordinator
for Colombia; Maria Lucia Osorio, WFP
staff person who works directly with
the school; Andrew Krefft, the USAID
senior program specialist on Colom-
bia’s internally displaced; and rep-
resentatives from Bogota’s Department
of Social Welfare.
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I want to express my personal appre-
ciation for all their efforts in making
school feeding programs in Colombia so
successful.

Mr. Speaker, the school | visited is
called Colegio Luis Carlos Galan. Ap-
proximately 1,200 children receive
meals and food rations at Colegio
Galan. Eighty percent of these children
are from displaced families. The chil-
dren receive a fortified breakfast mix-
ture and mid-morning fortified snacks.
The meals are prepared by community
cooks in school kitchens, where moth-
ers are educated in food preparation,
nutrition, child care, and health care.
The school meal is supplemented with
rice, vegetables, beans, eggs, and juice,
purchased and prepared by the chil-
dren’s families from family contribu-
tions of about 10 cents per day.

This one school feeding program
costs only $2,000 for the entire 2004
school year. Think of it, Mr. Speaker,
just $2,000 provides 1,200 impoverished
children with nutritious meals and
snacks for an entire school year. These
are some of these children. It also
strengthens families’ commitments to
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their children’s education, attracts and
keeps these children in school, and
demonstrates, as few other programs
can, that the United States genuinely
cares about the future of Colombia’s
children.

Mr. Speaker, 80 percent of displaced
Colombians live in extreme poverty
and have inadequate nutrition. Only 36
percent of displaced children will ever
finish primary school, and a mere 8
percent will complete high school. Cur-
rently, USAID funds a 3-year $5.1 mil-
lion program to alleviate hunger, im-
prove the health and well-being of Co-
lombia’s displaced families, and in-
crease school attendance through
school feeding programs.

The USAID program, which began in
September 2003, assists over 113,000 dis-
placed schoolchildren in 414 schools in
12 Colombian departments. The pro-
gram is implemented by WFP; and
prior to this, the school feeding pro-
gram was financed through USDA’s
McGovern-Dole International Food for
Education pilot program. Mr. Speaker,
regrettably, the Bush administration
made Draconian cuts in this program
that resulted in eliminating the Co-
lombian funding. Fortunately for Co-
lombia’s children, USAID came to the
rescue and picked up the costs, incor-
porating it into programs supporting
Colombia’s internally displaced.

At the school | visited, 80 percent of
the children are from displaced fami-
lies. They come from all over Colom-
bia, ranging in age from 6 years to 16,
and reflect Colombia’s racial and eth-
nic diversity. One mother, displaced
from Caqueta, told me that her fam-
ily’s life was filled with violence: “‘It is
terrible to have to flee with nothing
but the clothes on your back, running
for hours and days, arriving at Bogota,
not knowing anyone.”” She gave her
sincerest thanks for the United States’
support of the school.

A teacher stated, ‘“Today, these chil-
dren are fed, but tomorrow, who
knows?’’ This teacher felt that many of
these children were in school for the
first time in their lives, learning things
that will help them throughout their
lives, like how to read and write.

Mr. Speaker, if you could only see
these children. They are bright, they
are beautiful, they are the future of Co-
lombia; and | admire and honor the
dedicated teachers and school adminis-
trators and parents and students at
this school; and | respect the commit-
ment of USAID and the World Food
Program staff, who are giving these
families hope for a better future.

Last Friday, the newly elected mayor
of Bogota, Mr. Lucho Garzon, launched
a new initiative called Bogota Without
Hunger. Through this campaign, Ciu-
dad Bolivar is one of six priority zones
designated to receive additional re-
sources for nutrition, education, health
services, and housing.

I encourage my colleagues to visit
U.S.-supported school feeding programs
when they travel abroad. | most
strongly urge the leadership of this
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Congress to significantly increase fund-
ing for both the USDA McGovern-Dole
program and USAID food aid programs.
No matter how tight current budget re-
strictions might be, these programs are
truly among the very best investments
we can make in the future stability of
Colombia and the world.
———

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
BisHop of Utah). Under a previous
order of the House, the gentleman from
Texas (Mr. BURGESS) is recognized for 5
minutes.

(Mr. BURGESS addressed the House.
His remarks will appear hereafter in
the Extensions of Remarks.)

———————

TRIBUTE TO JOHN A. FERGUSON,
JR.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Georgia (Mr. DEAL) is rec-
ognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. DEAL of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, it
is with great pride and a distinguished
privilege for me today to address the
colleagues of the House to honor a man
who has accomplished more for north-
east Georgia over the past 40 years
than most people will do in an entire
lifetime. Health care is more accessible
and a higher quality exists and sur-
passes that of many metropolitan
areas. Our economy has expanded expo-
nentially for decades. Thousands of
jobs have been created, and hundreds of
thousands of lives have been improved
because of the efforts of this one man.
I would like my colleagues to join me
in honoring my friend and a commu-
nity service leader, Mr. John A. Fer-
guson, Jr., as he retires as president
and CEO of Northeast Georgia Medical
Center and Health System in Gaines-
ville, Georgia.

In 1964, at the age of 23, John came to
the Northeast Georgia Medical Center
as the first hospital engineer in the
State of Georgia. And although he cur-
rently held a master’s degree in engi-
neering from Georgia Tech, he was de-
termined to continue his education and
work to obtain an additional master’s
degree in health care administration
from Georgia State University. At that
time, Northeast Georgia Medical Cen-
ter was known as Hall County Hospital
and was a single-entity acute care hos-
pital with only 147 beds and 430 em-
ployees.

Within 1 year of being on the staff,
John was named assistant adminis-
trator, and at the age of 28 he became
the youngest hospital administrator
and CEO in the State in 1968. Within 10
years of his promotion to CEO, the hos-
pital’s acute care bed size had almost
doubled, a dedicated 10-bed ICU and 10-
bed CCU had been added, as well as a
20-bed mental health unit. From there,
northeast Georgia’s health care system
and quality of life continued under
John’s leadership. It continued to grow
and to improve on an annual basis.

In 1986, he lead NGMC through cor-
porate reorganization, which enabled
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